I. Introduction

A. Set the Mood.

1. Quote relating to seizing the day 
2. Reflection about how quote relates to transcendentalism  
3. Brief summary of transcendentalism beliefs and Dead Poets     Society   
4. Thesis: To achieve social justice, Emerson, Thoreau, and 
Whitman seized the day by rebelling against society 
through their transcendental philosophies and these 
actions          clearly permeate the plots of Dead Poets Society.  
II. Body of Supporting Paragraphs

A. Support Structure of Thesis

1. Statement: Both Whitman and Emerson found it necessary to 
speak their mind despite what the rest of the world 
thought of them.  
2. Example: For example, Whitman said “The spotted hawk …” (403).
3. Explanation: This shows how Whitman would speak his mind 
despite the thoughts of others. 
4. Example: For example, Emerson said, “It is the harder 
because you will always find those …” (365).

5. Explanation: This shows how Emerson thought that opposing           the world’s view was a good idea. 
B. Support Structure of Thesis

1. Statement: Thoreau was one who would live the 
transcendental            lifestyle and admired by Mr. Keating.
2. Example: For example, Thoreau said ““I went to the woods 
…”( 383).
3. Explanation:  This shows how Thoreau actually lived a 
transcendental life rather then just write about it.
4. Example: For example, Mr. Keating said, “Now we all have a 
great need for acceptance…” (Weir).
5. Explanation: This shows what Mr. Keating taught his students. 

C. Support Structure of Thesis

1. Statement: Laws that are unjust should be rebelled against, 
2. Example: For example, Thoreau said, “Unjust laws exist…”                                                                                                   
(403).
3. Explanation: This shows how Thoreau would rebel  against 
society to  overrule unjust laws.  
4. Example: For examples, Emerson said “What I must do….” 
(365).
5. Explanation: This shows that it should not matter what another 
person says or thinks, all that matters is what you believe.
D. Support Structure of Thesis

1. Statement: There were many who followed but not in the right 
way.

2. Example: For example, Mr. Keating said,” Sucking the  
marrow….” (Weir).
3. Explanation: This shows how people misused rebelling against 
society.

4. Example:  For example, Whitman says, “All goes onward….” 
(403).
5. Explanation: This shows how people would use their peaceful 
protest in the wrong way. 
III. Conclusion

A. Close the Mood.

1. Restatement of thesis: Social justice was triumphed by through the transcendental philosophies Emerson, Thoreau and Whitman as they seized the day by dissenting society as permeated in Dead Poets Society. (6)
2. Explain and analyze what thesis proved (7,8)
3. Connect with audience with clear perspective on subject (9)
